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KARRATHA — HIGH-RISE DEVELOPMENT 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.05 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house that the face of accommodation in Karratha will be revolutionised, with work set to start by the middle 
of next year on Karratha’s first modern, high-rise residential and commercial development. 

Last month the Premier and I announced the awarding of a contract for the development to preferred proponent 
Finbar Group. The development is just one part of an active plan to create vibrant cities in the north of our state. 
And not before time! The project will be delivered through the government’s royalties for regions’ Pilbara Cities 
initiative and will provide up to 300 residential apartments and 3 000 square metres of commercial space. The 
Liberal–National government is committed to improving the living conditions in the Pilbara to support the 
thousands of people living and working in the towns that drive the economic development of our state and our 
nation. This sort of development will encourage more people to settle there in the future.  

As the Premier said in announcing the project, for the first time people living or looking to live in Karratha will 
have the chance to live in resort-style accommodation with air conditioning, pools, a gym, green lawns and 
parks. This accommodation is of the kind that is enjoyed throughout the metropolitan area of Perth and other 
major Australian cities. The project is a prime example of how this government is getting on with making 
decisions that benefit the state and making sure that the proceeds of our economic decisions flow back into the 
community, particularly those that help drive our state. 

The mixed-use development, which could be up to 10 storeys high, will also contain shops, cafes, food outlets 
and offices on the ground floor. There will be road paving and landscaping improvements.  

In order to develop Karratha into a modern, vibrant city of the north with a diverse economy and high amenity, it 
is critical that we explore and develop new and progressive accommodation solutions such as this high-rise 
project. Finbar Group is one of Western Australia’s largest apartment developers with significant experience in 
building in the regions.  

LandCorp will sell two development lots in the Karratha town centre to Finbar Group. The most important part 
of this announcement is that it is a private commercial project that does not involve government subsidy.  

This is yet another example of the Liberal–National government’s determination to address the long-term 
accommodation problems in the north of the state and to ensure that we create vibrant communities in which 
people want to live, work and invest.  
 


